HITLER   AND   I

is unaware of his own limitations inevitably crashes,
and drags everything else down with him. Look at
Charles V, Napoleon or that megalomaniac Wilhelm
II.5

'Nevertheless the idea of one nation called upon
to rule the others is rooted in the mind of every great
man. Germany is called upon to succeed where others
have failed.'

'No, Herr Hitler, you refuse to recognize that a
nation's first instinct is that of liberty. This instinct in
the long run will always prove stronger than any man's
"will to power". And finally you forget that the desire
to subdue foreign peoples is contrary to the funda-
mental principle of National-Socialism.9

Hitler naively explained that it would be the duty
of Germany's leaders in the years to come to organize
the Reich on Spartan lines to prepare her for the
hegemony of Europe.

'The German people alone will be a people of
warriors; the other nations will be helots, working for
the Teuton warrior caste. Our sword will guarantee
their peace, and will be the recompense for their
labour. There will no longer be five, six or eight
Great Powers in Europe; there will only be one all-
powerful Germany.'

I objected that such a project could only be realized
after a series of wars.

cNo,' he replied, 'Europe is rotten; but what will
war matter if afterwards eternal peace is guaranteed
by the German sword?'
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